Toni Sender
to all union members to be ready to defend the
young republic with their lives. The Leipzig workers
immediately organized a mass demonstration on the
Augustus-Platz, in the centre of the city, and asked
me to be one of their speakers. The huge square was
black, so densely stood the masses who seemed to be
ready to follow any call. It was a stormy day and it
was hard to speak against the wind. We had no loud-
speaker. However, a solemn silence was maintained
so that our voices might better carry against space
and storm. It was one of the most impressive demon-
strations of those years rich in mass gatherings. When
a few days later I was called to address a similar mass
meeting in the open air in Frankfurt, I again had
the feeling : These German workers, in spite of so
much suffering and so many disappointments, are again
ready to sacrifice to the limit in order to establish a
genuine democracy with social and economic justice.
They fully understood the significance of the murder
of Dr. Rathenau.
When those of us at the trade union convention
who were members of the Reichstag rushed back to
Berlin we met not only great excitement but a com-
pletely new situation. Realizing the danger to the
life of the republic, the parliamentary group of the
Independent Socialists declared its readiness for closer
co-operation with the other Socialist groups. It
agreed to enter the government in. order to carry-
through the demands of the trade union convention.
The head of the government at that time was the
Catholic, Dr, Josef Wirth, Rathenau's close friend.
Whoever heard his inspired, flaming speech in the
Reichstag, in which he accused those responsible for
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